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i-B October 1963 


immmmm tmt 
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1* *njs reports pBfelijflasA la the US press m 27 October stating that 
Sbruatocfeov tea Vitoarfinm” fro® the "noon wee” sot only ftlsterted the 
isport of bis actual reosrfes tmt conveyed a misleading lapresetea that o 
«jor chat®? i« Bwrtart lon»r platw im* recently iaten piece. 

®* ®a reply to & question that bad tees submitted In advance as to 
-^tetter » soviet flight to the noon “is pi &sm6 for the not too distant 
future, 61 Shrustehev nil, *% cannot at present my when this will to dorse." 
lie added that toe US»8 Is not "at present planning* such m operation, but 
indicate* that Soviet scientists are working on the problem sad thnt the 
"necessary research Is beta® dome." Sfcrtehehev noted that the Ameimrn 
"weot to lead « mm. cm the soon by 1970" and wished then success. After 
my lug the soviets would observe IB experience, wsriieulsrly hm the 
Mertmm contrive to "return feme,” Khrtabehev iMiteted that, the IBSS 
did not mat to compete in “sending people to the noon without careful 
pmpa:mtlon. tt a® contended that no benefits would to derived fro® can- 
pstlttm which sight result in toe "tostructiaa of people.’ 8 Ik easeXafied 
with a statewnt tost "much wort will have to to dam and good preparations 
aade for * successful flight to the mm by msu." 

3- *-his is mat toe- first tine tost imisekv teg voles* stespticisw 
ramrtnr m the feasibility of a mm mi. lunar landing;.. Khrusfeetev's remarks 
on ?3 Oetotor tear a close tsssefelante to views he has expressed over toe 
past two years, to «n Interview with Cyrus 6 ul 7 .be j^er fa ItoptmAsr 19&, 
he s*M the WE ted no fixed schedule sad tost toe problem mm not Inna tu g 
» ■«* *» «* aooa bat "getting fcla off again. ” Khrushchev told Gardner 
Cmfam in April 196S that he could "not give say date* for a msune* lunar 
flight ate spote of the H a»ny different problem" and great cost tovnlvad 
in this toUmimu torutochev’a ikaarta last Friday atam parallel view® 
deliberately given to Vestem seteatiste by Soviet scientific off ic tale 
©artier this yew*, these views allege*? that Soviet setsKtlata, at least 
for the time beta#?, regard nsnneft tuner t&sstams as unfeasible. 
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Tbt sisllarity trntmm Khrushchev's rcoarte to aalaberger sad 
%W%»m him atetewwtt# teat Friday east* doubt on to© aaauBption that 
tlm Sort «b Lenders law teteo acne najaar decision# tut recmt wmtm affect- 
ing to® scop® * pace saf their lunar program. X» the a© interview*, 
Khruahotev indicated btet Soviet scientists ware vorkiag In tot® field 
mM- that they msm encountering mm probteB®* in effect, fee atteajptecl 
to crcste the tapr&ssioa that tee Bsvteta mm not engaged in to satesslw 
Mgh**pa*aritar progra» along the It ms, for ay— pi a, of Project Apollo. 

3. Bte© ail the qmm ttm& answered fey Xftrastetev In M® pres® eon. 
feres®© war® sutetttefi fa advance, it mat be aswuaoi that he had son 
metric purpose to «iad is e«nn»ntto^ on toe Soviet loner progmt at till# 
bite* * atemally , the Soviet consumer's current situation and. prospect® 
am- poor, and ISmastebev nay haw wtstsad to raasasre the population. that 
leans® mass were not he tog spent on isoa^profiactiw project®. Externally, 
one si£ Wmmtot&m 9 * aaln objective* to agreeing to the teat ten treaty 
an# a detente steamer© in teat-west relation® la to retard 

the i mm of toe eras add te ch n olog i ca l race, thereby rslievtog m of 
the pressure* m Soviet ramwtmm, Against this teckgrouasl of general 
Soviet policy, as rauM interpret ESaraat*c*»v , » deliterate effort to dam- 
s$mum the w&m®W of a m&md lunar tending a# being mtm& at teftometog 
is Sa ng r eaa lmBl and public aptoion m the caBstioc of toe expenditures 
and pae© of toe UB lunar program. Khrushchev alec is raking? it clear that 
the Soviet Ufetoe is arwilliag to allow the United state* to set the tanas 
fs,w coteetition to. specs. 


•fit* .technical Fggtggg 

d. ite UBffiS tea been, energetically pursuing a space progress vdiiefe 
tratedes toner eaptoratioa* flora wr, launch capabilities still depend tm 
th* emly large boost vehicle so for developed to the ONR, fbto booster 
la. sioi powerful enough for aanaed lunar landtag. strata**, nor can it 
oerw as a bsUAlng block for aaefa missions. 


s*p 


te teller mat a torpor <sMtm to radar ddraloirafcttt hat yet && not torn, 
wfe^taer it- will be suitable for a rarer*? lonar landtag. 


iL ft t the name ttra, Soviet -efforts to carry out tbs unmaned apace 
reecrae firaiy* whidi canto, relate to a monad lunar landing eonttowe/ 
repeated fatter©*. 
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% «sifi other soviet nnoW» tmm of teem cspressod emero 

in the 9 «rt mw the co«t «f a MM l«oar landing program, Is 
hkxnA years Soviet ailttary m& 8^ espooSitores here placed s hoary 
itatfla* m tM mmsm* Hnnnr# those wiqpttMMMMi lww at a «<»- 
tfAttatfiy Jftwrtwr P&ce then the •©nonay m m 'Om has slan 

been severe tc imam of ea«p*tttla» far tctgh ^ualttgr asepw^r «nS mtesrtels, 
Iw titaoeft mm costly wttitary ptngr«M» art approaefttng captation, 
fisriatt ®f & Mgto^rfasrtty ma&m$ Xwar taailing. pragma wotsli. 

prolong the pmmmt period of ®ert®3® stomas strain la the t . 

the Seriate bom wit greater tacimicel progress tneard a «ass#d Isas** 
MSise than m *sv perceive, w teller that present eeasoesie *trf““ 
are a aara^iiEpBfel* ®s»flfc ngninat nfctagpttag to enspeta with the 
Apollo 


I®* 


•€ think ihst the prims? Intent of Kfcrtaihetav** eta team* *m 
the feet# of the space race. fresamt evidence, eWtlae far trass 
eaifiXeetw# <«acp*te that the wm t m not tw trying to lend e wan m 
the mm in mSmmm of the Apollo pro g ra an If tftta to s% then XtreMMev 
is try-ia®. to diMnent tale Amsrtecm eefilewawt in advance, so® pttstaqps 
Ms? it e* sell, while intaeding to sustain soviet fMMfcSi* with « serins 
of surlier, lees eaqpsisatve hot still spectacular project#, such as the 
of a tsaaned space station and « awsBed cireuBasmer flight. 
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